Pathologies of gastrointestinal tract are various and affect patients of different ages. Both of these conditions influence the imaging modalities of gastrointestinal tract that underwent relevant changes during recent years. Magnetic Resonance (MR) and Computed Tomography (CT) techniques, optimised for gastrointestinal imaging, are playing today an increasing role in the evaluation of gastrointestinal disorders, and several studies have shown the advantage of these techniques over tradition barium fluoroscopic examinations secondary to improvements in spatial and temporal resolution combined with improved bowel distending agents. Based on recent literature and guidelines, there is a change of paradigms regarding the diagnosis of esophagus and gastrointestinal cancer towards CT, whereas for small bowel imaging in inflammatory disease MRI with a new focus on Diffusion Weighted Imaging (DWI) are the most important imaging modalities, because DWI can be easily implemented in standard MRI for routine use to further enhance the diagnostic accuracy in disease assessment [1] [2] [3] [4] . CT and MRI play an important role also in functional disorders. In particular, the recent development of faster MRI pulse sequences provides rapid, real-time imaging of the gastrointestinal tract, pinpointing areas of stricture and providing valuable information on motility.
This special issue is devoted to current and emerging techniques in gastrointestinal tract, focusing on some selected topics that are both interesting and challenging: The contributions of this special issue could stimulate the spread of new imaging modalities in daily practice, pinpoint technical aspects, and share some strategies to optimise CT and MR protocols.
